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BERKSHIRE COUNTY BOARD OF REALTORS, INC. 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING MINUTES JUNE 13, 2001 

Attendance & Call to Order: 

Present:  Barbara Davis-Hassan, Sandy Drager, Mary Field, Gabe Gorski, Jonathan Hankin, Sandra 
Preston,  Elizabeth Randall,  Charley Sawyer, Gun Stanley, Sherry Street, Linda Warner,  Mary White  
Absent:  Debbie Mielke,  Judy Peabody   Guests: Sandy Carroll, Stacy Radzick 

President’s Report:  

Sherry Street reported on the Board sponsored trip to the National Mid-year meeting, held in Wahsington 
DC.  This  session was attended by the President and Executive Officer and featured economic issue 
updates, leadership forums, Within These Walls Smithsonian Display, meetings with our representatives, 
and NAR's on-line software option.  

The June Western Massachusetts MAR Caucus was held at the Berkshire Board.  The MAR Budget, bylaw 
changes, and NAR directors for election were discussed. The finalization of these issues will take place at 
the June 21st MAR Board of Directors meeting to be held in Boxwood. 

President Street also invited any interested director to attend the Board's 60th Anniversary planning 
meeting held immediately following the Directors meeting.  

Minutes: 

Mary White made a motion to approve the April minutes as presented. Seconded by  Sandra Preston and 
approved unanimously.    

Reported that the March Minutes were approved electronically, 8 approvals received with 6 failing to vote.  

Treasurer’s Report:  

Jonathan Hankin presented the treasurer’s report and noted three specific line itmes for discussion. The 
Membership Dues Income reflects 404 Berkshire Members, Education Income is higher than last year and 
budget due to the Certified Buyer Representative Program (CBR) and alternatively, education income is 
also higher because of this special program. We are also showing more program fees than expected, due in 
part to the conversion from a Branch School to an independent school. 

Motion made by Sandy Drager to approve the treasurer’s report as presented.  Seconded by Mary White, 
approved unanimously.  

MLS Report:   

Sandy Carroll reported on the progress made by the MLS to convert to the new ProMatch system. We are 
anticipating a target installation date of August.   

New Business:   

Health & Disability Insurance - Sandy Carroll presented a health, dental, disability and long term care 
insurance program that could be provided to the membership.  This program is offered by BRP Financial 
Services / Health Service Administrators.  There is no cost, obligation nor minimum enrollment number. 
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Barbara Hassan asked to make sure that the $125 membership fee will be waived forever for the members, 
so that there is not a surprise cost once we are established in this program.  

Linda Warner made a motion to sponsor the plan as recommended, Debbie Mielke seconded and the 
motion was unanimously approved.    

Affordable Housing Grant - Sandy announced the MAR Charitable Grant offered to Realtors or business 
practitioners who support and develop affordable housing. It was recommended that the Berkshire Board 
nominate at least one non-profit organization in this area for this grant. It is a nice way to recognize an 
important facet of the community and show our appreciation.  Mary White immediately submitted Cara 
Davis of Construct, Inc..  Sandy will process the paperwork to complete the nomination process and submit 
it on behalf of the Berkshire Board of Realtors. 

Council Nominating Committee:  Per the Bylaws of the Berkshire Board of Realtors, the council 
presidents have appointed  their 2001 Nominating Committee to select the  2002 Council Leadership.  
These committees will need to be approved by each respective council at their June or July meeting and 
will then meet to select the slate of officers for the annual council meeting vote.   

Board Nominating Committee:  The Board of Realtors Nominating Committee was appointed by the 
President and went before of the Board of Directors for approval.  The following have agreed to serve on 
this committee, and must meet between August 9-September 5th to select the 2002 Slate of Officers.  
Elizabeth Randall (Chair), Gabe Gorski, Pamela Roberts, Sandra Preston, Sally Duffy.   

Mary White made a motion to approve of the nominating committee, as presented by the President. 
Seconded by the group, approved unanimously. 

There was considerable discussion about extending both Council, Board and/MLS Presidential positions to 
a two-year term.  Sandy suggested that instead of making such service mandatory and potentially losing 
Realtors who would be opposed to such a commitment, we could revise the nominating committee 
directions to encourage them to see if an additional term is of interest to the current president.  Following 
that discussion, Sherry Street announced that she would like to serve a second term, Mary White stated she 
did not wish to run for President and Gun Stanley remained noncommittal. 

ROTY Selection Committee - The President, per the Bylaws of the Association, asked for the approval of 
the appointed Realtor of the Year selection Committee.  Sheery Street based her selection for this 
committee on past ROTY award recipients, as is custom.  The Committee is chaired by the immediate past 
ROTY, Elizabeth Randall (00), and the members to serve will be Sandra Drager (99), Debbie Dwyer (98), 
Linda Hebert (82) and Al Gelinas (93).  The committee will meet before July 1 to select the 2001 
BERKSHIRE REALTOR OF THE YEAR. 

Mary White made a motion to approve the committee as presented, seconded by Jonathan Hankin and 
approved unanimously. 

RCS Report:  Sandy Carroll and Sherry Street reported on the activities of the Realtor Community Service 
committee in the past month.  They raised money at the published tag sale and are currently working on the 
Relay for Life for the American Cancer society and also the 2001 Civitan golf Tournament.  The 
Committee is accepting $50 donations for the Relay, and you will be provided with space for your real 
estate lawn sign outside of the Realtor tent at Wahconah High School. The Berkshire Realtor's 18 member 
team will have walkers on the track for the entire 24 hours and donations are needed to support these 
volunteers. 

Membership Committee Report - Sandy Drager provided an update of this committee in the absence of 
Lynne Blake, Committee Chair. The committee meets monthly at the Lakeside Restaurant in Cheshire and 
they are in the mist of a large Affiliate membership drive.  They are asking for more volunteers to cover the 
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entire Berkshire region and will be getting information to Mary White, Betty Randall and Linda Warner 
who volunteered at the meeting. 

Ratification of Ethics Hearing Decision - The Board of Directors were presented with the hearing panel 
decision in the ethics matter of J*** vs. S***.  The Board studied the options available to them in this 
process and rendered the following: 

Mary White made a motion to ratify both the decision and the discipline presented by the Hearing Panel 
in the Ethics matter of J*** vs. S***.   Linda Warner seconded this motion and discussion followed. 
Barbara Davis Hassan and Sandra Drager both announced their intention to refrain from this vote, due 
to their service on the Professional Standards Committee Hearing Panel.  The motion passed 
unanimously, with 2 abstentions. 

Old Business:   

RPAC Update:  Sandy Carroll offered an update on the Massachusetts and Berkshire County Realtor 
Political Action Fund and pleaded with the directors to consider making a donation this year.  Elizabeth 
Randall and Judy Peabody immediately submitted a check and a philosophical discussion ensued about 
contributions such as these.  As of this meeting, the Berkshire Board had contributed $575 and 
Massachusetts totaled $7215. 

Transactional Brokerage - The Board was provided with a copy of the last MLS minutes that addressed 
Transactional Brokerage, as well as a letter from Paul Harsch offering an update of his activities.  The MLS 
moved that they send a letter to Mr. Harsch in response to his inquiry, stating that in the absence of the 
framework of legislation or rules by the Division of Registration, the MLS is not at this time taking an 
official position on Transactional Brokerage and are therefore not willing to commit funds to further 
implement Transactional Brokerage through the Multiple Listing Service.  The motion was seconded 
passed unanimously. 

Other Business:  Elizabeth Randall was congratulated on her new office, which is across the street from 
her current office on the Main Street in Adams. 

Adjourn: 

 Motion to Adjourn was made, seconded and approved.  

Respectfully Submitted, 

Sandra J. Carroll 
Executive Officer 
June 25, 2001 

 




