
Board of Directors
MLS Meeting Minutes

THE MULTIPLE LISTING SERVICE OF THE 
BERKSHIRE COUNTY BOARD OF REALTORS 

 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF JANUARY 29, 2003 

 

Attendance: 

Present: Mary Jane Dalmaso, MLS President; Sheila Wood, Vice President; Sheila Thunfors, Treasurer; 
Franz Forster, Secretary, Will Brinker, Past President, Dean Christopolis, Director; Debbie Dwyer, 
Director; Sandy Carroll, CEO; Sue O’Brien, Executive Assistant; Stacy Radzick, Office Assistant  Absent: 
Al Gelinas, Director; Eileen Taft; Director Excused: None 

Call To Order: 

 The Meeting was called to order at 9:37 a.m. 

Previous Meeting Minutes: 

 Previous minutes were of a joint MLS and BCBR meeting, no approval necessary. 

Treasurer’s Report: 

 Motion was made to accept the treasurer’s report and was passed unanimously. 

President’s Report: 

President Dalmaso began her report by asking that all members of the board present introduce 
themselves.  She expressed her desire for all board members to bring any problems they are aware of 
before the board so they may be addressed.  She hopes that the board can continue to work in a 
cooperative manner and she encourages open discussion amongst its members. 

New Business: 

Corporate Resolution:  Motion made by Will Brinker to authorize Mary Jane Dalmaso, 2003 President 
and Sheila Thunfors, 2003 Treasurer, to act on behalf of the Multiple Listing Service, Inc. in fiduciary 
matters of the corporation and serve as sanctioned signatories for financial transactions in the fiscal year 
2003.  This is in addition to the standing authorization granted to Sandra Carroll, Chief Executive Officer.  
Fiduciary duties are limited to those outlined in MLS policy.  Debbie Dwyer seconded the motion.  
Clarification was made that any check in an amount greater than $2500.00 requires dual signatures.  
Motion passed unanimously. 

Release of Funds:  Debbie Dwyer made a motion to authorize release of $12,000 in corporate funds to 
Paul Harsch, as voted by the Participants of the Service at the Annual Meeting, held on October 25, 
2002, from the 2002 budget.  Sheila Wood seconded and the motion was passed unanimously. 

Realtor.com Royalty Agreement:  Will Brinker made a motion to authorize MLS President, Mary Jane 
Dalmaso, to execute a new fee agreement with Realtor.com, as presented.  Dean Christopolis seconded 
and the motion was passed unanimously. 

 

 

 



 

Assessor’s Information:  The Board directed office staff to pursue a proposal from iberkshires regarding 
costs associated with obtaining assessor’s information for Berkshire County and to forward the required 
fields to their representative. 

Business Alliances:  A sub-committee, consisting of Mary Jane Dalmaso, Sheila Wood and Al Gelinas 
has been formed to assess the pros and cons of forming business alliances and exposing our data via an 
IDX type set-up.  Mary Jane has requested that any one with, thoughts, suggestions or concerns contact 
a member of the sub-committee with their input. 

Request for MLS response to misstatement of MLS statistics:  The Board directed office staff to 
contact the member in question to determine if they were aware that the stats had been misquoted.  In 
addition staff is to place a call to the news reporter who wrote the article a put them “on notice” not to 
quote the Berkshire County Board of Realtors or its MLS without actually speaking to a board member.  
This call is to be followed-up with a letter directed to the Editor in Chief of The Berkshire Eagle. 

Potential Benefits of Market Insight Report:  The Board directed office staff to obtain a sample of the 
Market Insight Report for their review at the next board meeting.  This agenda item will be tabled until the 
report has been reviewed and discussed. 

Modification of Berkshire developed forms:  The Board directed office staff to immediately send a 
letter to the office in question informing them of 1) fair housing violations 2) copy right violation and 3) 
rules and regulations violation with an order to cease and desist using the modified forms with the 
Berkshire County Board of Realtors and Multiple Listing Service logos attached and that forms must be 
approved by the Board Office legal counsel.  In addition, staff is to create some options for rules and 
regulations wording for the next board meeting and Mary Jane Dalmaso will inform the BCBR Board of 
Directors and their next board meeting. 

Commercial Property/Land/Development database:  A committee of commercial brokers will be 
convened, by open invitation, to discuss the pros and cons of sharing our commercial database with The 
Chamber of Commerce. 

Unfinished Business: 

 None 

Next Meeting: 

 Wednesday, February 26, 2003 – 9:30 a.m., Board Office 

Adjourn: 

 The meeting was adjourned at 11:08 a.m. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Franz Forster, Secretary 


