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MLS Board Meeting Minutes 

29 March 2000 
Attendees:  D.Dwyer, J.Rose, W.Brinker, D.Pires, E.Taft, E. Randall, C. Koch, S.Carroll, 

S.O’Brien, S.Newman 

Excused:    P. Roberts, M. Zeppieri 

Minutes of 23 Feb 2000:  Approved as typed. 

Treasurer’s Report:  We are making the budget projections and doing well. We are up from last 
year at this time. Some numbers may seem inflated in the coming months, 
but is a reflection of the new forms being bought and sold to the members. 

President’s Report:  The New Forms order form indicates the State price. New sample resource 
book for the new forms will be made available at the meeting on 4 April for a 
cost of $50. Orders will be taken for additional books if agencies request 
them. Those Designated Realtors who have not indicated if they would attend 
Tuesday’s meeting were being called by Board members to get them to 
respond to the Board Office. 

Old Business: A discussion took place regarding the timely posting of ‘Sold’ properties. 
Some offices are being lax about forwarding information to the Board. There 
was discussion of what the penalty should be; a subcommittee was formed to 
look into the fine schedule for possible action at a future meeting. The main 
concerns were that the Board members act professionally, and that the 
information really benefits all members so it should be shared. 

 New Contracts/Forms: Emil George will go over all new forms at the D R 
meeting on 4 April. The meeting is being well organized and everyone is 
doing a great job getting it ready. (Terrific visual aids)  

 *It was moved and seconded that the old (current) Purchase & Sale and 
Exclusive Right to Sell contracts no longer be endorsed by the MLS after 1 
July 2000. This will let existing forms be used up, and provide a transition to 
the new forms. (Approved) 

 *It was moved and seconded to create our (Berkshire) forms on our own 
disk, at a cost not to exceed $2000. These three forms (P&S, Land P&S, Exc. 
Right to Sell) would be available to our members only; programming 
(changes) could occur annually; the fee for use should be on an annual basis 
(June to June); this would keep ‘our’ forms out of the hands of other Boards 
(if we were to put them on with the State ‘Zipforms’ they might be available 
to other areas of the state); seems to be the best of both worlds if we produce 
the disks. (Approved) 
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Old Business Cont… *It was moved and seconded that each disk be good for a one year period per 
purchaser, cost $50 and only be able to be installed three times. This would 
provide fair pricing and allow the Board to make the money back for setting 
up the software. The number of installs should cover most offices. 
(Approved) 

 *It was moved and seconded to bill for the disks annually from June to June 
and pro rate the fee on a quarterly basis. This would allow for easier record 
keeping and split up the collection of fees from members to a different time 
of the year (rather than the end of the year). (Approved) 

 *It was moved and seconded that we not include our forms on the Zipforms 
disks. This would keep local control on our contracts. (Approved) 

New Business:  A brief discussion about adding wording to the effect of ‘pre-approval by 
bank required before submitting offer to purchase’ in the MLS book took 
place. This was agreed as something that might be addressed in the ‘Side 
Agreement’ entry in the book. However, members must pay attention to the 
Listing Agreement which states ‘ALL offers to purchase will be presented’. 

 There seems to be an attitude of ‘ask forgiveness not permission’ regarding 
theft of copyrighted material (ProMatch). Parts of the database may be 
accessed and used, but the entire thing is copyright protected. If anyone does 
steal, they should be punished severely. Members should join the legislative 
network and lobby for legislation. Sometimes there is not complete piracy, 
but it still constitutes theft (this was in reference to the Internet getting more 
and more information and the resources it uses to get that information). It 
was suggested that the Board write a letter to members informing them about 
copyright laws, and possibly looking into getting a personal signoff on disks 
and programs given out through the Board. 

 

Next Meeting:  26 April 2000  

 

 

Meeting adjourned: 11:40am. 

  

Respectfully submitted, 

   

William Brinker, Secretary 


