
MLS Board of Directors Meeting 

31 May 2000 

Present: D.Dwyer, C.Koch, D.Mansen, P.Roberts, J.Rose, E.Taft, M. Zeppieri,  

S.Carroll, S.Newman, S.O’Brien, W.Brinker 

Excused: E. Randall 

Minutes: of 26 April 2000 were approved as typed. 

Treasurer’s Report: The overall picture looks good, with all accounts normal for this 
time of year. Our income is projected to improve over last year. Accepted. 

President’s Report: Ms. Dwyer reported on her recent attendance of the National 
meeting. There were discussions on stronger wording on the front of MLS books, 
regarding confidentiality and use by members only, with fines being levied against non-
member use. The MLS roundtable groups provided very good dialogue among ‘small’ 
(i.e., less than 1500 members) Boards. Ms. Dwyer brought back much information on 
other Boards & systems; it may be desirable to see others. We should start now as we 
have less than one and one-half years left on our contract with ProMatch. Staff will get 
information, compare products, and report back to the Board. 

Franklin/Hampshire spent time with ProMatch at the National meeting...they still would 
like to talk to us about affiliation. 

There was another letter from the City of Pittsfield regarding off-site RE signs, saying the 
City had received numerous complaints about sign pollution. Members were cautioned 
not to put signs on City property. 

There was discussion about placing other participants’ listings on one’s office website...is 
this a legal practice? Ms. Dwyer will follow up with the Executive Board regarding 
amendments to the Listing Policy. 

Old Business: Myriad-Development is interested, on insurance companies’ behalf, to 
have access to our database for limited information gathering. Just rooms, structure type, 
age, etc. - not the entire listing. They should be directed to the assessors’ offices in the 
County. The question was asked if we could eliminate member fees if we got enough 
money for this information. The Berkshire Eagle also wants to link to our database. MLS’ 
primary goal is to coordinate dissemination of information to our members. Should there 
be a Participants’ meeting to discuss this? What legal ramifications are there, if any? Are 
there consultants we can ask about this? (MAR - NAR) What about copyrighted 
information? What does the Data Piracy Act have to say about this? Is there any redress 
against someone who outright steals our information? Will MAR address this issue in its 
magazine? ** It was voted to table this discussion until the DRs’ meeting. 

Contracts on CD update: they are two weeks behind, the office will email everyone when 
we find out the date we can expect them. 



Fines Committee: no meeting date yet, but we are still having trouble with getting the 
timely reports of sold properties. 

ProMatch contract discussion: We have opened a dialogue, they will get the new dollar 
figures to us in the near future. Can we ask them to give a demo at the Participants’ 
meeting? 

There was a lengthy discussion regarding Franklin/Hampshire MLS. They would like to 
talk to us about some sort of collaboration, not being a Board merger, just an MLS 
alliance. If we merge, the staff could get larger or smaller; with an alliance, the staffs 
would be kept separate; which ProMatch program would be used - current or PM 2000; 
would they be members or virtual members; will they stay or go to another system 
quickly; if we keep the larger member base, we would realize more revenue from less 
expenses; an exit option needs to be explored; how long would the alliance last; will this 
help in our bargaining with ProMatch; can we get together and brainstorm? It was 
decided to ask these and any other questions at the Participants’ meeting in July. 

A discussion followed about getting Banker & Tradesman and County Assessors’ 
information into ProMatch. There is a need to be aware of differences on field cards vs. 
file cards especially regarding square footage on buildings. Inquiries should be made of 
all towns in the County. **A motion was made and seconded to inquire as to the price of 
the data from the Pittsfield Assessors. So voted. 

Update on the quarterly forms advisory meeting - there was much discussion about the 
new P&S and the Listing agreement. Any changes probably won’t apply to us. 

New Business: A discussion took place regarding blank fields on listing sheets. Some 
offices are just filling out the required fields. Is this adequate? Do we need to enlarge our 
required fields? What can be done about misleading/confusing numbers? 

An issue was raised about an office using a computer, but not paying for it. The divisions 
of the company in question must join the MLS as individual members. 

Other Business: A participants’ meeting was scheduled for July 26th to discuss MLS 
books (2 up in the front section going to be 6 up) ; thoughts on our database going to 
others; ProMatch 2000 info/demo; alignment with Franklin/Hampshire MLS. 

Meeting adjourned at 11:45am. 

  

  

Respectfully submitted, 

  

Will Brinker, Secretary 
 


